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SERMON. 


Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.—Marruew xi. 28. 

Our Saviour preached to large assemblies, who came from 
different cities, towns and villages, to hear him. And though 
their principal design was to become acquainted with him, yet 
his principal design in preaching, was to make them acquaint- 
ed with themselves. Accordingly, instead of preaching to the 
multitude in general, he appeared to preach to each individual 
in particolar. There was something peculiar and pointed in 
his mode of addressing those who flocked to hear him. On 
the same occasion, and in the same discourse, he would de- 
scribe and address a great variety of persons. While he was 
preaching to the multitude, he would address his own disci- 
ples in particular; then addresses the scribes, the pharisees, 
the publicans, the sadducees, the rich men, the poor men, in 
particular ; and among these classes of people, he would par- 
ticularly describe and address the poor in spir.t, the pure in 
heart, the meek, the merciful, the self-righteous, the hardened, 
and self-econdemned. This is exemplified in the chapter which 
contains our text. We find Christ preaching to the multitudes 
who had come from all quarters to hear him. And in his dis- 
course, he instructs, he upbraids, he threatens, and he invites, 
according to the various characters of his hearers. He ad- 
dresses those whom he knew had heard John, and demands of 
them the motives of their conduct in attending upon his preach- 
ing. He instructs them with respect to the character of John, 
and the design and success of his ministry. He addresses 
those who. had come from Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caperna- 
um, and upbraide them for their impenitence and stupidity un- 
der his own preaching, and threatens them with an awful ana 
aggravated destruction. He next teaches the whole assembly 
the amiable and awful doctrine of divine sovereignty in en- 
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lightening and blinding the minds of sinners. And before he 
concludes his discourse, he speaks to those whom he knew 
were in deep anxiety and distress, in the most tender and melt- 
ing language: “‘ Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” Itis probable, he saw some 
deeply impressed with a sense of their lost and perishing con- 
dition ; and though their number was small, yet as a kind and 
compassionate Saviour, he invited them to come to him for 
life. What I propose is, to consider 

I. ‘What is implied in sinners being weary and heavy laden. 

If. What is implied in their coming to Christ. And, 

I1I. What is implied in the rest they find, by coming to him. 

I, Let us consider what is implied in sinners being weury 
and heavy luden. I use the word weary, instead of labor, be- 
cause labor in the text is derived from a*word which signifies 
that fatigue and wearisomeness which follows hard labor, rath- 
er than labor itself. And had the text been rendered, as it is 
often quoted, it would have been more agreeable to the origi- 
nal. It is often quoted thus: ‘*Come unto me, all ye that are 
wedry and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’”” The per- 
sons described in the text, are those who are weary and heavy 
Jaden. But the question before us is, what we are to under- 
stand by persons being weary and heavy laden. Here I would 
observe, 

1. This implies their having a sense of their sinfulness and 
illdesert. Sinners are naturally stupid, and blind to the cor- 
ruption of their own hearts. This wasthe case with the scribes 
and'pharisees. They trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others, and viewed Christ as reproach- 
ing them, when he described the depravity and malignity of 
their hearts. He preached much upon total depravity, and 
represented sinners as serpents and a generation of vipers, and 
as destitute of the love of God'as Satan himself. This repre- 
sentation was then, and is now, a just description of sinners. 
But sinners now, as well_as then, are apt to disbelieve this 
representation. All secure sinners are blind to their sinfulness 
and» guilt in the sight of God. But when they are awakened, 
and constrained to look into their own hearts, they discover 
nothing but sinfulness and guilt. All their fancied goodnéss 
vanishes as the morning cloud and early dew. ‘They find that 
they have not the least spark of that love to God and map, 
which the divine law requires. They find themselves under 
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the entire dominion of that selfishness which is enmity against 
God, and apposition to all holiness. It gives them no satisfac- 
tion to reflect upon their outward decency, propriety, and 
obedience, becavse they find it to be true, that a corrupt tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit, nor a corrupt fountain send forth 
pure streams. ‘They feel that their corrupt hearts have ren- 
dered all their external conduct, however beautiful and amia- 
ble in the view of men, really vile and criminal in the sight of 
God. And in consequence of this discovery of moral deprayi- 
ty, they find themselves under a load of guilt. But still they 
labor to throw it off. A sense of guilt constrains them to seek 
and strive for deliverance. And they are ready to hope, that 
by reading and praying, hoping and fearing, seeking and striv- 
ing, they shall get rid of their burden. They do all in their 
power to stifle a sense of guilt, by reformation, and becoming 
better than they were. They try to restrain their enmity 
against God, as well as to break off from all acts of disobedi- 
ence to his commands, They avoid sins of omission and of 
commission. They watch over their thoughts, their desires, 
and all their selfish affections. They labor to weariness, and 
still continue heayy laden with guilt. Their conscience is 
awake, and condemns them for all they do, and for all they 
desire. Their sins revive, and appear more numerous, and 
more criminal, and more unconquerable. They become indeed 
weary and heavy laden, with a sense of their great sinfulness 
and guilt. 

2, In consequence of a sense of their great criminality, they 
become weary and heayy laden with a sense of the divine dis- 
pleasure. A sense of guilt naturally creates.a sense of the di- 
yine displeasure. They realize that by sinning against 
the divine law, they have exposed themselves to the wrath 
and indignation of a holy, and sin-hating, and sin-revenging 
God. It appears to them, that Ged looks directly on their 
hearts; and that his wrath constantly abides uponthem.. They 
feel themselves no less rnder the condemnation. of. God,, than 
under the condemnation of their own consciences. As sin re- 
vives, they die. They feel themselyes condemned, already. 
All,the perfections of God appear armed to destroy them. ,.The 
terrors of God overwhelm them. They cannot think of the 
great and holy God, without fear and trembling. ,And such a 
realizing, constant sense of the wrath of God, is a heavy, bur- 
den indeed. , It,is really heavier to endure, than a prospeet of 





388 Sermon. Ma‘, 


all the pains of hell. Mere punishment appears light in com 
parison with a sense of the everlasting wrath of the pure and 
holy God of heaven. A consciousness of hating God, and of 
being forever hated by him, is a most intolerable burden to the 
awakened and convinced sinner. The hatred of God appears 
infinitely greater than the hatred of all other beings ; and those 
who are awakened to see themselves in the hands of God, who 
abhors them, feel the hatred and wrath of God a burden too 
heavy for them to bear. They sink under it, especially while 
they have a clear and realizing sense of their own infinite vile- 
ness and ill-desert. Thus the three thousand felt. Thus the 
jailor felt. And thus those whom Christ addressed in the text 
felt. They were pressed down with a sense of their own guilt 
and the divine displeasure. But besides this, 

3. Those who are weary and heavy laden, are borne down 
with a sense of their own moralimpotency. Sinners can strug- 
gie a great while with a sense of their sinfulness and exposed- 
ness to divine wrath, if they be not thoroughly convinced of 
their total moral impotency to break the cords of their iniquity, 
and flee from the wrath to come. It is one of the last things 
of which sinners are convinced, that all the struggles and 
strivings of the carnal mind are utterly in vain, and that while 
they are in the flesh, they cunnot please God, and appease his 
wrath. But of this the spirit of God does convince sinners, be- 
fore he changes their hearts. He makes them truly weary of 
al] their own sinful doings. He makes them tired of striving 
and contending with their Maker. He makes them feel that it 
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth; that the 
sacrifices of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord ; and 
that without faith, it is impossible to please God. A full con- 
vietion of this total moral impotency, takes away all their 
hopes, and adds a tenfold weight to.the burden of their sinful- 
ness and exposedness to everlasting wrath. Sin and guilt now 
fall with all their weight upon their souls. Every door of hope 
is shut. They see noway ofescape. For aught appears, they 
must lie down in everlasting despair. All that they have done, 
only increases their burden, and all they are disposed to do, 
renders it more insupportable. All this they may see and feel, 
while their hearts remain rebellious and entirely unreconciled 
to God. And this leads me to observe once more, 

4. That it goes into the character of the truly weary and 
heavy laden, to resign themselves entirely into the hands of a 
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sovereign God. They cease to oppose, and cordially submit to 
divine sovereignty. ‘They not only see that they must die, if 
God pleases, but they are willing to die, if God pleases. Their 
will becomes united with the divine will. They cordially say, 
“It is the Lord; let him do what seemeth good in his sight.” 
Life and death are before them. They have a clear, realizing 
view of eternal happiness, and of eternal misery. All the 
weight of eternity lies upon them, as much as it can lie upon 
creatures of their limited views. Heaven appears most desira- 
ble, and hell most awful and tremendous. In such a resigned 
situation, heavy-laden sinners often remain for hours, for days, 
for weeks, and sometimes for months. Their struggles are at an 
end; their opposition to God subsides; a solemn submission 
reigns in their minds; but no gleam of hope appears. These 
are the persons whom Christ invites to come unto him. ‘‘ Come 
unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden.” 
[ To be concluded. | 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
PAUL AND JAMES CONSISTENT. 


Remarks upon Romans iii. oe we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith, without the deeds of the law; compared with 
James ii. 24.— We see then how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only. 

Ir has been thought by some, that between these two passa- 
ges of scripture there is a real contradiction. To admit this, 
however, is to relinquish the inspiration and consequent infal- 
libility of the New Testament. The Holy Spirit never inspir- 
ed men with contradictions. We consider this a good argu- 
ment against the pretended inspiration of fanatics; and itis an 
equally good argument against the inspiration of the apostles, 
if it can indeed be made to appear that they do contradict one 
another. It is easy to see, therefore, that it concerns those 
who are set for the defence of the Gospel, to endeavor to rec- 
oneile such seeming contradictions in the sacred writings, as 
the one between Paul and James in the passages before us, 
both for the confirmation of believers, and the conviction of 
infidels. 

In remarking upon the passages under consideration, I 
would premise, that the apostle Paul means the same by the 
deeds of the law, that the apostle James means by works. The 
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Divine Law is the great rule of duty. It enjoins all that men 
are reqiired, or ever ought todo. The deeds of the law, there- 
fore, or those deeds which the law requires, include every 
thing that can come under the denomination of works. Paul 
is evidently speaking of the moral law, which is binding upon 
all men: and amongst those things which James calls works, he 
particularly mentions feeding and clothing a hungry and na- 
ked brother, which are included in the great command of the 
thoral law, to lové our neighbors as ourselves. By the deeds of 
the law, then, and by works, we are to understand the same 
things. They are good deeds, holy actions, works done from 
good motives, agreeably to the requirements of the divine law. 

I premise again, that these apostles agree in their account 
of faith. Very different and opposite notions havé been en- 
tertained of that faith which the gospel demands. But there 
is no disagreement between the apostles on this point. Paul 
says, that with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; i. e. 
justifying, saving faith is an exercise of the heart as well as of 
the understanding. It is not merely a speculative belief of the 
truths of the gospel; but such a belief as is accompanied with 
love to those truths. It is ‘ receiving the truth in the love of it.’ 
Hence he says again, that faith worketh by love. According to 
Pauil’s idea of faith, therefore, it is a holy exercise, an exercise 
belonging to the new heart, and peculiar to those who are born 
of God. And hence he says, that faith is the gift of Gol. Now 
if such be the nature of true faith ; then it will show itself by 
good works. If faith is the exercise of a renewed or holy heart, 
all who believe will maintain good works; for a ‘‘ good man 
out of the good treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good 
things.” Let this now be compared with what James says of 
trie faith. ‘ What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him 1?” 
i, e. Can such a faith as hath not works, save him? “Ifa 
brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and 
clothed, notwithstanding ye give them not those things which 
are needful to the body, what doth it profit?’ Even so faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone:” i. e. Faith which 
hath not works, is a dead faith, a mere speculative belief, and 
not true, evangelical faith, which always purifies the heart and 
acts itself Gut in Works of charity and mercy. It is, therefore, 
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very evident, that the apostles Paul and James entertained pre- 
cisely the same idea of true faith. : 

Having premised these things respecting works and faith, I 
proceed to show, that these two apostles are consistent with 
each other, when one of them says, that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law; and the other says, that a man 
ts justified by works, and not by faith only. In order to which, 
it is-only necessary to observe, that these apostles are speak- 
ing of justification, in two different respects. Paul is speak- 
ing of the condition of justification; but James is speaking of the 
evidence of justification. This may be made to appear, by at- 
tending to their reasoning, in the two passages before us. 

Paul is speaking of the condition of justification. Having 
shown that all mankind, being by nature wholly deprayed, are 
condemned by the law, he justly concludes that by the deeds 
of. the law there shall no flesh be justified in the sight of 
God. For as it is impossible that the same law should both 
justify and condemn the same persons, if the divine law con- 
demns all men, then no man can be justified by it. The deeds 
of the law, or works done in obedience to it, can never be the 
ground or meritorious cause of the justification of any man. 
He then brings into view the atonement of Christ, as the ground 
of justification. ‘* But now the righteousness of God without 
the law, is manifest—even the righteousness of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that be- 
lieve—being justified freely by his grace through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to bea 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to delare his righteous- 
ness—that he might be just, and the justifier of him that believ- 
eth in Jesus.” From whence he draws the conclusion in the 
passage before us: ‘‘ Therefore we conclude, that a man is 

justified by faith, without the deeds of the law.” Here it is 
evident, that the apostle’s object is to show, that the atone- 
ment of Christ received by faith, is the ground, or procuring 
cause of justification or pardon, in opposition to the deeds of 
thelaw. He does not mean to make void the Jaw, or to deny 
the importance of good works. He only shows, that works 
cannot be the ground or procuring cause of justification, and 
that, as the atonement of Christ is the ground, so faith is the 
condition of the believer’s justification before Gud. And as 
here so in all his writings, he representeth faith as the grand 
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condition of pardon ; agreeably to the words of the Lord him- 
self: ‘* He that believeth and is baptised, shall be saved.” 

I am now to show, that James, in the passage at the head of 
this essay, is speaking of the evidence of justification. “ By 
works a man is justified, and not by faith only ;” i.e. by works, 
as an indispensable evidence of his having true faith, a man is 
justified, and not by faith only, or by such a faith as is alone, 
and consequently dead. The only faith which is the condition 
of justification, is a living faith, a faith that gives evidence of 
its existence by good works. That this is his meaning, is evi- 
dent from the connection. “Show me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.” Here 
he plainly represents works, not as the ground or the condition 
of justification, but as the evidence of it ; or rather as the evi- 
dence of that faith which is the grand condition of justification. 
And again, speaking of Abraham, he says, ‘ Seest theu how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect.” Abraham, by going in obedience to God’s command, 
to offer up his only son, made it evident that he hada true and 
living faith, such as works by love; his faith was acted out, 
and thus perfected by his obedience and selfdenial. Hence it 
appears, that James is not speaking of either the ground or 
condition of justification, but only of the evidence of it. And in 
this sense, men are doubtless justified by works. Good works 
give men the only evidence they can have, that any one isa 
true believer, and so in a justified state. Atthe last great day, 
men are to be judged according to their works, as furnishing 
the proper and infallible evidence of their having been saints 
or sinners, believers or unbelievers. When the works of be- 
lievers shall be made known at the day of judgment ; they will 
carry conviction to all present, that their faith was such as 
worketh by love, and not such as is alone and dead. 

Now, in view of the preceding observatibns, does it not most 
clearly appear, that Paul and James perfectly harmonize, in 
what they say on this important subject of justification? Paul 
does not deny that we are justified by works in James’ sense : 
and James does not deny that men are justified by faith, in 
Paul’s sense. Paul does not say, that works are not necessa- 
ry, as the fruits of faith and evidence of one’s justification : 
and James does not say that faith is not the great condition of 
jnstifieation. Paul does not say that men are justified by a 
dead faith, which is alone : and James does not say that works 
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are either the ground or condition of justification. Paul was 
not an Antinomian; nor was James an Arminian. Though 
these apostles both treat of the same subject; yet they treat of 
it in different respects. Paul shows the atonement of Christ 
to be the ground, and faith the condition of justification ; while 
James shows works to be the necessary and indispensable €vi- 
dence of a man’s having a living faith and being in a justified 


state. 
( To be coneluded. ) 


INDEPENDENT HOLINESS. 


‘* On the scheme presented in the sermon, I offer the follow- 
ing remarks : 

1. It is altogether gratuitous and false in its fundamental 
principle; viz. ‘We must be dedendent on God for holiness 
and God himself cannot help it.” That we are dependent on 
God for holiness is freely admitted. But to affirm that we 
must be in such a sense as “‘ that God himself cannot help it,”’ 
is an assertion altogether gratuitous and false. Who can 
prove that God cannot create an agent and give him power 
adequate to his own perfect holiness? Who can prove that 
he has not created such beings; that our first parents were 
not; that the unfallen angels are not such beings? To say 
that he cannot, and Jeave the matter here, is merely begging 
the question. Let us have the proof. Butthisis not all. God 
himself is such a being; dependent on no agency, efficiency, 
or causal influence, out of himself, for holiness. The existeneé 
of such a being therefore must be admittéd to be possible in 
rerum nalura. This spoils Dr. G’s assumption. But the as- 
sumption is false as to the fact. We have decisive scriptural 
authority that man, as he 1s now created, is created in the im- 
age’ of God. ‘Men made after the similitude of God.”— 
(James iii. 9. 1 Cor. xi. 7.) This must mean at least a re- 
semblance in the constitutional properties or nature of the soul. 
Else how are men now made in the image of God? Dr. G. will 
not say that men are now made in the moral image of God. 
It only remains that they are made in his image in regard to 
the powers and capacities of a free agent. But man is not a 
free agent unless he has power adequate to holy action. The 
assumption therefore is false.” 


We copy the above from an article of about five columns in 
the N. Y. Evangelist, on Dr. Griffin’s sermon in the National 
Preacher. It seems worthy of some attention, as teaching a 
doctrine which, we think, will sound strangely to pious ears. 

Dr. G. says, ‘‘ We must be dependent on God for holiness, 
and God himself cannot help it.”” His reviewer says, this is 
‘altogether gratuitous and false.” If it is “false” that we 
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must be dependent, and that God cannot help it,’’ then it 1s 
true that God can help it; i. e. God can bring it to pass that 
we shall not be dependent; in the language of the reviewer, 
God can give us “* powers,” adequate to our own “ perfect bo- 
liness.”” If this means any thing to the purpose, it must mean 
that he can give us such power to be holy, that we shall no long- 
er be dependent on him for holiness. 

To prove this, he brings two arguments. The first is, that 
God is not dependent on another for holiness. This, we are 
told, proves that a being, not dependent on another for. holi- 
ness, may exist,and this spoils Dr. G.’s assumption.”? The 
assumption is, that ‘‘ we,”’ men, creatures, must be dependent 
for holiness. How does the fact that God, the Creator, is thus 
independent, prove that man the creature may be? Can the 
man who writes thus have any proper sense of the difference 
between God and himself? God possesses creative power.— 
May that, too, be communicated to the reviewer of Dr. Griffin’s 
sermon! If not, we ask why the argument—God has it, and 
therefore man may have it—is it not as good in the one case as 
the other. 

The second argument is, if possible, still worse. We are 
told, ‘‘ the assumption,” that we are dependent &c. ‘is false 
as to fact,” What fact will this writer bring, to prove that 
God ‘can make us independent of himself for holiness ?— 
Why, men are now “created in the image of God,’’—not his 
‘‘moral image,” but “ his image in regard to the powers and 
capacities of a free agent.” This must mean, that we resem- 
ble God in that we are, like him, “ dependent on no agency, 
efficiency, or causal influence out of”’ ourselves “ for holiness ;” 
i. e. we resemble God in not being dependent on any other be- 
ing for holiness. This must be his meaning; for he says it 
proves the ** assumption,” that we must be dependent, “ false.” 
A fact, relating to our creation which proves this, must be the 
fact, that he has made usindependent. The ‘“ assumption” is, 
that ‘* we must be dependent on God for holiness and God him- 
self cannot help it." The reviewer argues that “‘man is now 
created” with such powers and capacities, as prove this as- 
sumption “false.” The ‘ powers and capacities,” which 
prove this, can be nothing short of power to be holy independ- 
ently of Gud. 

Suppose that some unconverted sinner should read this re- 
view, and adopt its doctrines. Suppose he should say “‘ Yes— 
I have power adequate to holy action independently of God. 
[tis for my interest to be holy. I will, therefore, use the pow- 
er I have, to be holy. I am not dependent on God for holi- 
ness. I therefore ask none of his aid. My sufficiency is of 
myself. He must indeed uphold me in being; but I will be 
holy by my own power, independently of him.” And suppose 
he should set himself to executing this resolution: laboring 
with all his might todo one duty and another without God’s 
help. Suppose he should, in this spirit, do ever so many things 
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prescribed in the Bible. What sort of holiness would that be? 
or suppose that any of the ‘“unfallen angels,” or any other 
created being, existing or imaginable, should take the same 
course—what sort of holiness would that be? Pause and re- 
flect—what sort of hdliness would that be! Does not the very 
idea of holiness in a creature, include the idea of reliance on 
God for all good, and especially for holiness itself? And why 
should that creature rely upon God for holiness, who is not 
dependent on God for holiness! No: the created being, who 
says, “I do not need God’s help to be holy,” has, by saying 
it, taken the ground of a rebel. 

We know this writer says, ‘* that we’are dependent on God 
for holiness is freely admitted ;”’ but, keeping this admission in 
mind, what becomes of his “ facts”? which prove that God can 
make us independent of him for holiness? Certainly, if we 
are independent, then no such * facts” in relation to us exist, 
and his whole argument falls to the ground. Has he really 
two opinions on this subject ? 

We shall not undertake to defend Dr. Griffin’s sermon. It 
is eloquent, in many respects able, and in some, we think, ob- 
jectionable. Nor should we have noticed such avn illogical, 
self-contradictory attack upon it, but for its staring impiety. 
Of this, we presume the author is not aware. We trust that 
he, like many others who do not know it, has two creeds :— 
one on which his soul lives, and under the guidance of which, 
he performs the duties of a Christian; and another, according 
to which he speculates, and of which the extract at the head 
of these remarks is a specimen.— Ver. Chron. 


TEMPERATE DRINKING. 


Extract from the speech of Mr. Freeitmenvrsex, U. S. Senator 
from New-Jersey, at a Temperance meeting in the city of Washing- 
ton, January 20th, 1832. 

Let me ask one moment’s indulgence while I add a word or 
two in reply to the great plea most frequently urged in oppo- 
sition to the Temperance cause. I mean, among intelligent 
men and by many of high moral character. For there are many 
men of this class still against this cause, and their plea is, “We 
drink temperately ; we are guilty of no excesses: we are our 
own keepers, and we intend to pursue a moderate course; what 
evil can there be in the use of that which refreshes us and harms 
nobody?” Sir, in view of what the ‘Temperance cause may, if 
faithfully pursued, accomplish for our children and our country 
this plea always fills my mind with pain. The truth is, these 
are the very men who alone stand in the way of ‘the progress 
and success of this great design. If the hopes of its friends be 
blasted: if they are to look in vain for the consumation of its 
triumph in producing bere a sober people, that result will be 
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chargeable on those who denominate themselves temperate 
drinkers. Sir, the poor besotted wretch who reels and stag- 
gers along the public way presents no object of tempta ion.— 
Such as he, will never beguile our youth from the paths of so- 
briety. The loathsomeness of his person” furnishes an effectu- 
al antidote to the effect of his example. And were none oth- 
ers but such as he, advocates for the use of ardent spirits, the 
mischief would die of itself. But it is the decent, the respect- 
able, the temperate drinker, who comes before the eyes of our 
youth in the daily use of ardent spirits, the power of whose ex- 
ample surrounds them with an atmosphere that spreads a mor- 
al death. Sir, no man ever meant,—no man ever deliberately 
determined to drink otherwise than temperately. It is this 
resolution which has proved the Pandora’s box from whence 
have proceeded all those baneful consequences which have fill- 
ed so many early graves, and spread wretchedness throughout 
our land. Go ask the drunkard, as he staggers over dissolu- 
tion, whether he ever meant to drink to excess. He will an- 
swer, ‘“‘No—I never intended to drink but temperately. I 
never meant to be a drunkard. A drunkard! I abhored the 
thought. I resolved to drink temperately; and here [ am, a 
wretched outcast from human sympathies. Lost to honor and 
usefulness here ;—and lost, I fear, to heaven and happiness 
hereafter.” Sir, if we could hear the language which issues 
from 10,000 graves ; if we could turn aside the veil and listen 
to the accents that proceed from the world of retribution ; we 
should hear but one verdict from the regions of despair :—* It 
was the resolution to drink temperately, that burried us hither.”’ 

Sir, we want a standard of temperate drinking. We want 
some safe-guard for our youth and ourselves. Will the mere 
resolution to drink temperately, think you, prove a sufficient 
security t Is there any father here, who can die in peace with 
no better safe-guard for his sons, than the force of such a res- 
olution? Will anyjman tell me what it means? Is it to drink 
one glass, or six glasses, or twenty glasses? Is it not in effect 
to drink whatever quantity our vitiated taste ‘may desire ? 
This,—this, Sir, has been the fruitful cause of all the woes and 
tears, the misery and despair, which have overspread our land. 
If I had a voice of thunder, I would peal it on the conscience 
of every temperate man. There are (so to speak) nine chanc- 
es toone, that he dies a drunkard. Should any one here 
deem me to have made an extravagant exhibition, let each 
man make for himself his own calculation. Let him sum up 
the number of all he ever knew, who have been hurried to the 
grave by the effect of ardent spirits, and of all who, though liv- 
ing, are now fast sinking under its power, and if the result is 
not a column of testimony,calculated to astonish the understand- 
ing and to break the heart, I will surrender the question. It 
is only a few weeks ago, since one of the friends of my youth, 
the fourth in the same family went down to the grave, a wretch- 
ed victim of intemperance. Sir. what family is there among 
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us, that has not in some of its branches, experienced effects 
from this source, which caused the heart to bleed’? If then 
there is any sense of moral obligation; if there is here any 
heart filled with the love of country; if there be any sense of 
the worth ofthe immortal soul, let us unite to aid this sacred 
; cause. God has smiled upon it. It is on its way to success. 


} It wants our resolution alone. All other evils grow by neglect. 
: This will decline and die if we neglet ir. Let us inseribe on 

our breast this—the dictate of inspiration—** Touch not, taste 
7 


} not, handle not,” and the work will be done—and deliverance 
| accomplished. 


From the Christian Mirror. 





: 

. A QUESTIONABLE DOCTRINE. 

; A writer in the New York Evangelist for April 14, bas this 

; declaration: ‘* Christ did not put forth his omnipotence to es- 
tablish and extend his kingdom. It was tobe builtup by moral 
means.” 

| That Christ’s kingdom is built up by the instrumentality of 

i moral means, is undoubtedly true. But is not the omnipotence 


of Christ displayed in giving efficacy to these means? And 
: would they ever become effectual, unless they were accompa- 

nied by Almighty power? Is it not written, ‘“ Thy people 
shall be willing in the day of thy power?” If this declaration 
is true, is not the omnipotence of Christ displayed in the con- 
version of sinners? And what saith the Apostle? ‘“ Who 
then is Paul, or who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye be- 
lieved, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, 
Apollos watered, but Gop Gave THE INCREASE.” —*“ But we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the EXCELLENCY OF 
THE poweR may be of God and not of men.”—* The eyes of 
your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glo- 
ry of his inheritance in the Saints, dnd what is THE EXCEEDING 
GREATNESS OF HIS PowER fo us-ward that believe, according to 
the WORKING OF HIS MIGHTY POWER which he wrought in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead.”” What are we to understand 
by these inspired declarations, if omnipotence is not displayed 
in building up the kingdom of Christ ? 


















INTELLIGENCE. 


RELIGIOUS. 


American Brace Society. Sixteenth Anniversary.—Thirty two 
new auxiliaries have beeen received, making the whole number 898. 


Bibles printed, 78,000, Testaments do. 78,500—156,000, in English, 
Spanish and French 
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Books distributed 115,802, in eleven different tongues. Whole num- 
ber issued hy the society since its organization, 1,442,500. Receipt 
$107,059. 

The boare are not able to report on this occasion, that every family 
in the United States has been furnished with a bible; nor is it probable 
they will ever be able to make such a report owing to the changing 
nature of our population. 

The managers express on this subject great solicitude. Instances 
have occurred, where districts which were supplied four and, five 
years since, have recently been found to contain from four, to nine 
hundred households without the bible. Let it be remembered that 
wherever the members of a family can live without a bible, they are 
probably neglecting all other means of grace and fast hastening to de- 
struction. 

American Epucation Society. Abstract of the sixteenth Annu- 
al Report.—This society, including the Presbyterian Education Socie- 
ty has assisted the past year, 150 young men in 11 Theological Sem- 
inaries, 279 do. in 25 Colleges, 228 do. in 77 Academies, 15 do. under 
private instruction: ‘Total, 673 young men in 113 institutions. Sixty 
seven are in 14 institutions in the valley of the Mississippi. ‘The new 
applicants reeeived the past year are 222; about 60 of the beneficiaries 
will be licensed to preach. Not far from the same number expect to 
engage in foreign missions. Amount refunded $1,312 77, making 
nearly $7,000 refunded in six years. Receipts for the year $41,927 
15, of which $4,325 05 was on account of scholarships, and $37,606 
10 for current uses. Expenditures $41,362 56, leaving a debt upon 
the society of $3,585 05. The amount earned the past year by the 
beneficiaries, in various ways, was $15,568. 56 men in seven theo- 
logical seminaries, earned $3,282, averaging $58 each; 149 in 18 col- 
leges:earned $9,270, or $62 each; and 116 in 47 academies, earned 
$3,016, or $26 each. In 1827, the earnings amounted to only $6,000. 
The obligations.of 24 individuals have been cancelled at their request. 
Of these, 19 are missionaries, 4 foreign and 15 “domestic. 

General Results.—Since the establishment of the society fourteen 
hundred and twenty-six individuals have been aided, -They may be 
distributed as follows:—Foreign Missionaries, 26; Licensed to preach 
the gospel, now in this country, 460; Now under patronage, exclusive 
of:licentiates, 620; ‘Temporary employed as teachers, 70; Permanent- 
ly.employed as instructers, 30; The number who have. died, is 46; 
Failed for want of health, 30; Unqualified persons, most of whom af- 
ter trial were dropped, 50; Number ental other professions for va- 
rious reasons, 25; Number about whom we have no recent informa- 
tion, 65. 

Religious Denoninations in Canada,—People connected with the 
Church of England, 34,620; the Church of Scotland, 15,096; the 
Church of Rome, 403,472; the Methodists, 7,019; the Presbyterians, 


7,811; Jews, 107; other denominations, 5,57 

Prize Treatise on Native Depravity.—aA friend of evangelical truth 
has committed to my care. $150, designed as a premium tor the best 
original Treatise 6n Native Depravity. His object is, not so much to 
obtain a popular discussion of the subject, as one that is augmentative, 
and thoroughly scriptural, adapted to the use of ministers, theological 
students, and readers of the more intelligent class. ‘Though the. wri- 
ters will not be. restricted to any prescribed length, it is deemed desir- 


able that;the;'Treatise shonld,be over, rather than under, 100 pages, 
8vo. ‘The manuscripts must be presented for examination before, the 
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first day of May, 1833; each being accompanied with the author’s 
name ina sealed envel ype, W hich will not be broken, except in the 
case of the successful candidate. 

The judges selected to examine the pieces and award the premium, 
are the Rev. Presidents Griffin, Day, and Humphrey. E. Porver. 

Theological Seminary, Andover, April, 1882. 

P. S. Editors of religious papers, and periodical publications, are 
respectfully requested to insert this notice. 

Remarks.—The subject is very important, but it strikes us as quite 
a novel expedient for settling theological controversy. Suppose the 
arbitrators should not agree? Or suppose the public should not agree 
with them? 


Bultimore.—T here are 47 houses of worship in the city of Baltimore, 
viz: Roman Catholic 5; Protestant Episcopal 4; Associated Method- 
ists 2; Presbyterian 4; Associated Reformed do. 1; Baptist 4; Meth- 
odist Episcopal 8; African do. 3;.do. Fish street; German Lutheran 
1. Eng. do. 1; Seamen’s Bethel 1; Evangelical 1; German Reform- 
ed Calvinists 1; Friends 3; Unitarian 1; Dunkards 1; Missionary 1; 
Scotch Seceders, 1; Branch Tabernacle 1; New Jerusalem 1; Uni- 
versalist 1. ‘Total 47. 


SECULAR. 


American Lyceum.—The second annual meeting of the American 

Lyceum, was opened at the City Hall, New York, on Friday the 4th 
inst. John Griscom, LL. D. in the chair, and W. B. Kinney, See’y. 

After official reports, and preparatory business had been attended 
to, Mr. W. C. Woodbridge gave an interesting account of the’ Massa- 
chusetts Lyceum, and was followed by Rev. Mr. Going, on the Wor- 
cester Lyceum. A delegate from the Young Men’s Society\of New 
York, read an account of the character and objects of that association, 
containing much valuable matter. Dr. S. H. Pennington read a his- 
tory of the Newark Mechanic’s Institute and Lyceum, followed by 
Mr. Hodges on the same subject. 

The following gentlemen communicated information to the Lyceum 
in relation to the subjects mentioned: Dr. Weeks, on the New York 
State Lyceum; Professor Eaton, on the Rensselaer Institute; Rev. 
Mr. Baldwin, on the Illinois State Lyceum; Rev. Mr. Penney, onthe 
Rochester Lyceum; Rev. Mr. Brigham, on the Marietta, Ohio, Ly- 
ceum; Mr. J. Holbrook, on new Lyceums and prospects in the West- 
ern states; and Mr. G. S. Wilsop, on the Manual Labor System. 

Many other interesting verbal communications were made, 

Dr. Griscom and Professor Dewey, read highly valuable commu- 
nications on subjects assigned to them at the last anniversary; and one 
was also read by the Secretary from the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuy- 
sen. Also one from Mr. Pigarroyof Baltimore, on primary instruc- 
tion in Spain. 

Dr. Keagy, of Philadelphia, read a very valuable essay on infant 
education; and Dr. Weeks, of Utica, on the inconveniences of the 

resent mode of teaching Engtish orthography. Tho thanks of ‘the 
Sadan were voted to the authors: of all the above communications. 

We have given, of course, a mere abstract of the proceedings. 
The meeting was conducted with an unusual degree of harmony and 
interest, and adjourned on Monday, having been in-session three days. 

John Griscom, LL. D. was chosen President,' Wm. B: Kinney, 
Recording Secretary, and Jonathan D. Steele) Treasurer. 
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Post Office Improvement.—On Monday, the 7th inst., a daily after- 
noon mail was established, to run between Providence and Taun- 
ton as follows:—Leave Providence for Taunton every day at 4 o’clock 
P, M., via Pawtucket, Seekonk Centre, and Rehoboth Village. Leave 
Taunton for Providence every day (except Sunday) at 7, A. M. via 
Rehoboth Village, Seekonk Centre, and Pawtucket. 


The Salem Gazette states that Chief Justice Shaw has delivered the 
opinion of the S. J. Court, in session at Ipswich, in the case of Dr. 
Murdock vs. the Trustees of Andover Theological Seminary, for a 
salary in favor of the Doctor, on the ground of illegality in the Trus- 
tees’ procedings in removing him. 


AGENTS. 

Ruope-Istanv. Providence—Yates & Richmond, No. $8, Market 
square. Pawtucket, (North Providence)—Joseph McIntire, Book- 
seller. 

Massacnusetts. Boston—Dea. James Loring, Bookseller, No. 
182, Washington-street. T'aunton—Deacon John Reed. New-Bed- 
ford—Stephen Potter. Reading—James Weston Jr. Amherst— 
Thomas Hervy. Falmouth—Capt. Silas Weeks. 

Connecticut. Ashford—Rev. Israel G. Rose. 

New-Yorx. Paris—Charles Simmons. 

New-Jersey. Newark.—Amos Holbrook. 

All those ministers, who receive the Magazine, are authorized and 
requested to act as agents. 


t&{3- Published at Rehoboth Village. Mass. by Rev. Otis Thompson, 
Editor and Proprietor. 


Postace or ruis Parer.—Under 100 miles, 1 cent: Over 100 miles 
1 1-2 cents. 


ORY & BROWN, 17 Market-street, have for sale a general as- 

sortment of religious books, among which are Daily Food—Mrs 
Rowe’s Devout Exercises—Comforts of Piety—Daily Piety—Gems 
of Piety—Gems of sacred Poetry—Dew Drops—Daily Crumbs—Di- 
rections to Persons just commencing a Religious Life—Daily Script- 
ure Expositor, &c. &c. together with a variety of new and standard 
Theological works. 

Providence, March 26, 1882. 


Re ——— 


Tracts. 


& H. REED, Taunton, Mass. are agents for the American 
e and Dectrinal Tract Societies, and have a general assortment 
constantly for sale at their store nearly opposite the ‘Taunton Bank. 


Printing. 


DMUND ANTHONY, Taunton, Mass. will execute BOOK 
PRINTING in good style and on reasonable terms. Office a 
few doors west of Taunton Bank. April, 1832. 





